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second week of August to Lloyd George; therefore the victory
had to be carried farther.
Trotsky ascribed the "extraordinary proportions of the catas-
trophe before Warsaw" to the conduct of the southern group of
the Soviet forces in the direction of Lwow. There was truth in
this view, for Yegoroff, their commander, hated Tukhachevsky,
and would not collaborate with him. It was part of Pilsudski's
success that the Bolshevik Command in the south made no
attempt to interfere with the manoeuvre until too late. It was not
till August 20, when the victorious Poles were in pursuit of the
Bolshevik northern armies, that the left wing of the Bolshevik
line in the south began an offensive towards Lublin, with Budi-
enny's horse marching towards Zamosc, which was reached on
August 27. The garrison at Zamosc, supported by Ukrainian
troops, though almost surrounded, put up a strong resistance; in
vain Budienny tried to break it; Polish forces from the 3rd Army
attacked him from the north, and the 6th Army from the south,
and he was nearly surrounded in his turn. He broke off the
battle, and retreated with all haste towards the east, followed
by the Poles, who again attacked him, but he made no stand; the
legend of the invincibility of Budienny was destroyed.
POLISH TRIUMPH SOUTH AND NORTH
These operations were a prelude to a general offensive planned
by Pilsudski and carried out by Sikorski and other Polish com-
manders which began on September 12 in a rapid encircling move-
ment that quickly crushed the I2th and i4th Bolshevik armies,
Kovel, Luck, Rovno and Tarnopol being occupied by September
18. Pinsk was taken on September 26, and by the middle of October
the whole Polish line in the south stood well to the east of the
frontier of Eastern Galicia. Meanwhile in the northern sector
Tukhachevsky succeeded in assembling considerable bodies
of troops, partly fresh formations, partly remnants of his defeated
armies, and partly men permitted by the Germans and Lithuanians
to rejoin their fellow-Bolsheviks farther north. To meet these
forces Pilsudski regrouped the 2nd and 4th Polish armies.
His first task was to reoccupy the region of Suvalki which was